
Brussels 29th october 2105 

Good Morning, Bonjour. 

Dear ladies gentlemen, official EU representatives from DG REgio, Growth, 

Connect and Eureka secretariat, authorities, participants.  

First of all I would like to say thank you to all members present and thank 

you for attending the EBN XXIV annual congress.  

I will like to extend a special thanks to our overseas guests, large 

delegations from China and Taiwan are attending, showing the strength of 

our network and its attractive congress contents. Over 100 countries are 

represented at the congress. 

The business of entrepreneurship and innovation support has never been 

more active. We began in the fifties, all of you know about the story of 

Joseph Mancuso, the man who converted in 1959 an old warehouse into a 

space of entrepreneurs, the Batavia Industrial Centre BIC in  the tiny 

village of Batavia upstate New York. Then, based upon such experience 

,the EU Commision here in Brussels, launched the BIC concept in the 80s 

last century. DG Regio, XVI at the time, was the big supporter of this new 

concept and promptly all the European regions showed deep interest in 

putting in place in their territory such a smart tool for the development of 

enterprise innovation a new business initiative. 

But the world has changed a lot since, specially in the last 10 years or so, 

and our industry has witness great changes with the rise of new actors, 

accelerators public and private, technoparks, clusters and a bunch of other 

organizations that either by convinction or fashion are fuelling the same 

ecosystem. However European economies are still unable to significantly 

relaunch the growth engine, reduce unemployment in particular amongst 

our young generation and south mediterranean countries, increase 

competitiveness and accelerate structural reforms, this is why It is of 

utmost importance to concentrate public efforts in supporting effective 

tools. 

The EU BICs main objective to be an effective tool, has been and continue 

to be, to deliver valuable and high quality services to our customers 



entrepreneurs and innovators. Those who work at the frontiers of their 

chosen field, transforming the world around us. This is why the 2015 EBN 

congress has been accurately themed “New frontiers for innovative 

entrepreneurs”.  

Even if the BIC word is quite old fashion, we must remain open minded in 

order to find new ways o doing things, improve current systems and 

establish better ones to ensure entrepreneurs we support, continue to 

receive leading edge assistance when exploring new horizons. We must 

rethink ourselves and do not forget what our core mission is; to help to 

create and consolidate new businesses, global ones, to compete 

worldwide. 

As your president it is my privilege to be part of a membership driven 

organization, powered by a dynamic and professional team and guided by 

a devoted board of directors that is doing a collective work to define 2015-

2020 strategy that will redefine our goals, taking into account our 

customers, innovative companies, not forgetting its own self 

sustainability. 

Last but not least, with all the actors we already have referred to , EC-BICs, 

incubators, accelerators, Technology & Science Parks, Clusters, innovation 

centres, Business angels and other specialized agencies, working together 

with the support of the European Commission and sound regional 

innovation policies in place, smart specialization strategies it will be 

possible to attain the goals already mentioned. 

Working all together will make us stronger 

 . 

 

 

 


